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ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 
Ordinary 

HON KIM CHANCE (Agricultural - Leader of the House) [6.28 pm]:  I move - 

That the House do now adjourn. 

Buy Local Program - Adjournment Debate 
HON PETER FOSS (East Metropolitan) [6.28 pm]:  I am pleased to have the opportunity to speak on the 
adjournment, because it usually occurs at a time when it is probably not a good idea to speak.  I have been 
meaning to raise this matter with Hon Tom Stephens, but he never seems to be here to give me that opportunity, 
so I will take this opportunity tonight.  What arrangements is the minister making on behalf of the ministry to 
buy local in the forthcoming Christmas season?  He has been preaching how much good we can do by buying 
local.  I would like to know whether he will be providing ministerial Christmas cards.  In particular, I would like 
to know whether he will be buying either Western Australian Christmas cards or ensuring that, if the cards he 
uses support charitable organisations, they benefit a Western Australian charity.  It would be a bit strange if in 
his travels around Western Australia he is not pushing this.  More importantly, can he ensure that his ministerial 
colleagues also buy Western Australian Christmas cards or that the cards that they use benefit Western 
Australian charities.  We have heard many words and sentiments from the Minister for Housing and Works 
about the Buy Local program.  It seems to me that charity begins at home.  Perhaps the best example that the 
ministry could set - it is only a minor matter, but it would be a significant example - would be to ensure that 
ministerial officers ensure that their purchasing includes local content. 

[Quorum formed.] 

Hon PETER FOSS:  I hope Hon Tom Stephens will set a good example not only in his acquisition of Christmas 
cards but also in giving me an undertaking that he will speak to his Cabinet colleagues to ensure they also buy 
local Christmas cards.  I understand that he may wish to benefit a charity, in which case it should be at least a 
Western Australian charity.  Leading from the front, the department should demonstrate that it buys local and set 
an example to not only Western Australian businesses, but also the Western Australian Government.  I ask that 
at the first opportunity the minister reply to let me know that he personally buys local and that he will undertake 
to speak to all his ministerial colleagues to ensure they do the same thing. 

Flooding in South of State - Adjournment Debate 
HON PADDY EMBRY (South West) [6.33 pm]:  I alert the House to a matter on which I spoke with the Leader 
of the House this morning.  I am referring to floods that have affected many farming acres in a large area of the 
southern part of this State.  On my own farm, for example, in a very short period we have received more than 
nine inches of rain.  For many farmers in that area, harvesting commences much later than harvesting in the 
north.  The majority of farmers in that region will not yet have harvested 20 per cent of their crop.  

A farmer phoned me this morning who is yet to commence harvesting.  He does not grow canola so, depending 
on the variety of the crop, he will start his harvesting later.  The situation is so serious that for three-quarters of 
this growing season, possibly the worst on record in this State, a fairly good spring rain occurred.   

[Quorum formed.]  

Hon PADDY EMBRY:  I do not wish to take up the time of the House for long.  I am referring to a situation that 
applies to many people.  I heard from a man this morning whose eldest child will complete year 7 this year.  We 
do not have a high school in our area.  His child won a bursary but, sadly, his father asked my advice on whether 
to pull his child out of school so that the child could commence home learning.  These people are losing their 
total year’s income and that is a matter of concern.  It is appropriate that I draw the attention of the House to that.  
I have every confidence in the Leader of the House.  He is well aware of the situation and he will do his best to 
help those people in their distress. 

Question put and passed. 

House adjourned at 6.35 pm 

__________ 
 


